Peaches

ommercia peach production wasvaued at 1.05 million dollarsin 2002,
comparedto 1.13milliondollarsin 2002. Peach producershad excellent
yieldsduetotheideal weather conditions. Yield per acreaveraged 5,000
pounds, up 480 poundsfrom the 2001 peach crop. Thoughtheyield
wasextremely good, the number of acresof bearing agetreescontinued
todecline. Infact, acreagewasdownto 300 acres, a3 percent drop from
2001, and less than half of the acreage the state had in 1996.

Peaches - Production, Price and Value of Production: Louisiana, 1999-2002

Acresof Yield Season Value of
Bearing per Total Utilized Average Utilized
Y ear Age Acre Production Production Price Production
Pounds Million Pounds Million Pounds Cents per Pound 1,000 Dollars
1999 350 2,290 0.8 0.7 88.0 616
2000 320 3,750 12 11 77.1 848
2001 310 4,520 14 13 87.1 1,132
2002 300 5,000 15 14 75.1 1,051

Pecans

L ouisiana stotal pecan productionwasvalued at 3.78 milliondollarsin 2002. Of thistotal, nativeand
seedling varietiesrepresented 53 percent, whileimproved varietiesrepresented 47 percent. Dry westher
conditionsfromthepreviousyear and thecyclical natureof thiscrop resulted inthelower productionin
2002. Production of al pecans, at 6 million pounds, wasdown 57 percent from 2001. Of thetotd, native
and seedling varieties represented 67 percent, while improved varieties represented 33 percent.



